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Steve K. Windels 
Wilhelmistrasse 1, Hamburg Germany 22605 

northernwildlifeconsultants@gmail.com or thebeaverdoctor@gmail.com  
WhatsApp/Mobile: +1-218-324-3400 

 
EDUCATION 
2008  Ph.D.  Forest Science (Wildlife Ecology), Michigan Technological University  
 
1999  M.S.  Range & Wildlife Management, Texas A&M University -  Kingsville 
 
1996 B.S.  Fisheries & Wildlife Management, University of Minnesota – Twin Cities  
 
CURRENT EMPLOYMENT 
Chief Scientist / Owner, Northern Wildlife Consultants, White Bear Lake, MN  

 Provide consultation and strategic planning services for wildlife conservation and 
protected areas management in the U.S. and globally. 

 Strategic planning, grant writing and reporting, supervision of other 
volunteers/contractors related to wildlife conservation/hunting/shooting sports 
outreach and education at local, regional, and national scales. Coordination with state 
agencies and non-profit organizations involved in these efforts, including Minnesota 
Chapter of The Wildlife Society, LeadFreeWildlifeMN, Sporting Lead Free, 
University of Minnesota, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency, and others.  

 
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 
2012-   Wildlife Biologist (GS-486-12), U.S. National Park Service, Voyageurs National  
2025 Park, U.S. Department of Interior, International Falls, MN. (Full time; 40hrs/wk). 
 (Retired February 2025). 

 OVERVIEW 
o Develop and implement interdisciplinary natural resource research and 

management program. Advise park management on compliance with state 
and federal laws and policies regarding wildlife and other natural resource 
topics. Write project proposals; secure external funding; write field reports; 
draft monitoring plans; and write scientific reports and publications to 
advance wildlife and other agency natural resource management goals. 

 RESEARCH AND MONITORING 
o Design and implement applied research projects related to population 

dynamics, cause-specific mortality, parasites and disease, habitat use, 
foraging, and other ecological factors for a variety of wildlife species 
including moose, deer, wolves, beavers, muskrats, bald eagles, common 
loons, and other species.  

o Trap, capture, handle, immobilize, take biological samples, and deploy 
radio/GPS/satellite telemetry and other devices to track movements, etc. for a 
variety of wildlife species including moose, deer, wolves, beavers, muskrats, 
bald eagles, common loons, and other species. 

o Conduct/supervise annual wildlife monitoring programs have included aerial 
beaver cache survey; beaver population monitoring through mark-recapture 
techniques, aerial moose population survey, moose and deer distribution 
surveys, camera-based mesocarnivore surveys, wolf track surveys, aerial bald 
eagle and osprey nesting surveys, common loon surveys, colonial waterbird 
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surveys and banding, forest breeding birds surveys, acoustic bat surveys, and 
acoustic frog surveys. 

o Supervise Air Quality Monitoring Station, which requires weekly site visits 
by staff to collect samples and service equipment. 

o Project Leader of Voyageurs Wetland Restoration Project, annual monitoring 
of aquatic invasive plant species; secretive marshbirds via passive and active 
listening stations; and semi-aquatic mammals via trackboards and cameras. 

o Utilize statistical packages including R to analyze complex biological data to 
investigate factors suchs as population size, movements, survival, etc. 

o Utilize GIS and remote sensing technologies to gather and analyze spatial 
data. 

o Disseminate information about science and management occurring in the 
park to other resource managers and the public through various means, both 
written and oral. 

o 75 peer-reviewed articles, 2 book chapters, and 14 technical reports 
authored/co-authored about research and monitoring activities related to 
conservation and management of natural resources in Voyageurs National 
Park or the region more broadly. 

o Associate Editor for Journal Alces (2012-present), Associate Editor for the 
Journal of Wildlife Management (2012-2019), Associte Editor for Natural 
Areas Journal (2012-2016).  

o Manuscript reviewer for: Alces, Canadian Field-Naturalist, Canadian 
Journal of Zoology, Ecological Indicators, Ecosphere, Forests, Journal of 
Mammalogy, Journal of Wildlife Management, Natural Areas Journal, 
Northeastern Naturalist, Plant Ecology and Diversity, Prairie Naturalist, 
Wildlife Biology, Wildlife Society Bulletin. 

o 37 scientific presentations about research and management topics from 
Voyageurs National Park at a variety of venues across North America and 
Europe.  

o Served on thesis committees of 10 graduate students conducting research in 
Voyageurs National Park, including as co-advisor for 4 PhD and MS students 
working on moose, wolves, and beavers. Reviewed student proposals, theses, 
and resulting manuscripts submitted for peer-review. 

 PROJECT AND PROGRAM MANAGEMENT 
o Directly supervise up 3.0 FTE of full-time staff and up to 8 additional 

seasonals/volunteers dedicated to natural resource monitoring, research, and 
management.  

o Develop an annual work plan, including budgeting, hiring, and grant 
reporting.  

o Routinely interact with other divisions in Voyageurs National Park as they 
relate to aquatic, vegetation, wildlife, and/or air resource issues.   

o Secured more than $4,500,000 in competitive grants from various 
government sources (e.g., State of Minnesota, National Park Service, US 
Geological Survey) and non-government sources to address natural resource 
management and monitoring needs in the park. 

o Project Leader for the Voyageurs Wetland Restoration Project 
(https://go.nps.gov/voya/wetlands), with annual operating budget of 
$300,000-$400,000 in external funding. At full-staffing, directly supervise a 
GS-11 Ecologist/Project Manager (Term), a GS-09 Biologist/Invasive 
Species Coordinator (Term), a GS-07 Biological Science Technician (NTE 
1yr), and up to 2.0 FTE of GS-05 Biological Science Technicians. Due to the 
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size and complexity of the project, requires close coordination with other 
divisions at Voyageurs National Park, including Administration, 
Maintenance, Fire, and Interpretation.  

o Principal Investigator for Beavers.Voyageurs.Reseach (BVR), the longest 
and largest beaver research and monitoring program in North America (19 
years in 2023). Field activities can be intense in a short period of time (eg. 
September/October) requiring precise planning of personnel, equipment, and 
logistics. At times, field activities can require managing up 10 personnel 
involved in live trapping, telemetry, etc. in a challenging field environment. 

o Principal Investigator for the Voyageurs National Park Wolf Project from 
2012-2021, with annual operating budget of $50,000-$150,000 in external 
funding. Directly supervised up to 5.0 FTE of seasonal technicians, students, 
and interns each season to capture, collar, and monitor movements, survival, 
and behavior of gray wolves and their prey.  

o Executed/managed cooperative agreements (and subsequent modifications 
for multi-year projects) with 6 different university partners via the Great 
Lakes/Northern Forest Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit for projects 
related to lake sturgeon, gray wolves, contaminants in songbirds, muskrat 
ecology/wetland restoration, and climate change.  

o Worked with US Geological Survey (USGS) cooperators to manage 2 
USGS-NRPP projects related to moose and eagles during this time. 

 NATURAL RESOURCE PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT 
o Interpret and provide technical expertise on Federal laws, policies, and 

regulatory requirements as they relate to wildlife and other natural resources 
in Voyageurs National Park and other units of the National Park Service.  

o Ad-hoc member of National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
Interdisciplianry Team for projects requiring additional expertise on wildlife 
issues. 

o ESA/Section 7 coordinator for Voyageurs National Park, including 
completing several Biological Assessments and updating Management Team 
on the status of Federally listed or delisted species. 

o Research Permitting and Reporting System Coordinator for Voyageurs 
National Park. 

o Submission and management of National Park Service Institutional Animal 
Care and Use Committee permits for animal use for research and monitoring. 

o Knowledge of Clean Air Act as it pertain to Class 1 Airsheds such as 
Voyageurs National Park. 

o Routinely interact with individuals working for Federal, Provincial, and 
Tribal agencies in Ontario and other provinces.  

o Routinely serve on Regional review panels for the SCC and other reviews.   
o Member of the International Joint Commission’s Rule Curve Monitoring 

Committee from 2012-2018 that synthesized available science to advise the 
US-Canadian governments on proposed new rules to manage water levels 
and flows in Namakan Reservoir and Rainy Lake.  

o Assisted in the completion of the Environmental Assessment for the Wetland 
Restoration Project in 2015-2016 (and updated in 2022-2023).  

o Completed Federal (Army Corps of Engineers) and state (MPCA) permitting 
requirements for the Voyageurs Wetland Restoration Project in 2015-2016 
(and updated in 2022-2023).  

o Completed 10-year Plan for the Voyageurs Wetland Restoration Project in 
2017. 
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o Assisted w/ Voyageurs National Park’s Foundation Document planning 
exercise in 2015-2016.  

o Member of the interdisciplinary team that guided the drafting of the NPS 
Ungulate Management Plan in 2012. 

o Member of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Science 
Advisory Group for the Statewide Wolf Management Plan.  

o US Department of Interior Interagency Technical Assistance Program 
(ITAP) to the Sultanate of Oman in 2012, co-taught a Conservation Biology 
course to Omani government staff and advised them on management plans 
for two different protected areas.  

 PARTNERSHIPS 
o Formed collaborative proposals with individuals from various disciplines 

outside of wildlife biology, including wildlife veterinarians, invasive plant 
specialists, wetland scientists, plant geneticists, spatial ecologists, fisheries 
biologists.  

o Forged and cemented significant working relationships across the National 
Park Service, including personnel within individual parks and in Great Lakes 
Inventory and Monitoring (I&M) Program.  

o Part of a recent study of wolf mortality adjacent to national parks along with 
4 other US National Parks. 

o Routinely interact and collaborate on research and management projects with 
adjacent state/provincial/and tribal natural resource management agencies. 
Recent examples include collaboration on a Minnesota state-wide moose 
health assessment and a Great Lakes gray wolf population assessment.   

o Collaborated on research projects with >40 researchers representing >25 
universities/agencies across 11 states/provinces/tribal nations and 5 countries 
on a variety of topics related to natural resource management in Voyageurs 
National Park and in the region as awhole. 

2024 Acting Program Manager (GS-486-13), U.S. National Park Service, Northern  
 Great Plains Inventory & Montoring Program, U.S. Department of Interior, Rapid City, 

SD (Full time; 40hrs/wk).  
 120-day temporary promotion from June-October 2024 
 Leads, implements, manages, and serves as a scientific advisor for a complex 

program of natural resource inventory and monitoring. Develop and enhance 
partnerships that support a scientifically credible long-term Inventory & 
Monitoring activities. Partners include: parks, other networks, universities, non-
profits, and other government agencies. Ensures I&M program funds are 
effectively and appropriately used to accomplish program goals and required 
reports are complete, accurate, and timely. Provides technical expertise to 
develop and implement technically sound, scientifically rigorous, and innovative 
approaches to monitor and analyze results of monitoring the network's natural 
resources (Vital Signs). Supervises a staff of five or more professionals as well as 
coordinating with natural resource staff across all NPS units in Network to 
accomplish work. 

 
2003-   Natural Resource Specialist (GS-401-11), U.S. National Park Service, Voyageurs  
2012    National Park, U.S. Department of Interior, Int’l Falls, MN. (Full time, 40hrs/wk).  

 OVERVIEW 
o Develop and implement interdisciplinary natural resource research and 

management program. Routinely write formal and informal research 
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proposals; secure external funding; write field reports; draft monitoring 
plans; and write scientific reports and publications to advance wildlife and 
other natural resource management goals at Voyageurs National Park. 

 
2002    Adjunct Instructor, Department of Biology, Northern Michigan University,                   
 Marquette, MI. (Part time, 10hrs/wk).  

 Taught Introduction to Ecology (3credit lecture + 1 credit lab) in the Department of 
Biology, Fall Semester 2002. Approximately 100 students in the class. Designed and 
gave lectures, created labs, graded tests and written paper assignments. 

 
2000-   Graduate Research Assistant, Michigan Technological University,  
2003 Houghton, MI. (Part time, 20hrs/wk).  

 Conducted research on the ecology of Canada yew and associated understory 
vertebrates as part of PhD dissertation research. 

 
2002    Biological Science Technician (GS-404-05), Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, 

Munising, MI (Full time, 40hrs/wk).  
 Conducted wildlife surveys, including forest breeding birds and small mammals. 

Invasive plant removal. Data entry and database management. 
 
2000    Outdoors Writer, Grand Rapids Herald-Review, Grand Rapids, MN (Full time, 

40hrs/wk).  
 Research and wrote feature articles for bi-weekly newspaper on topics related to the 

outdoors and the environment. 
 
1999   General Reporter, Hibbing Tribune, Hibbing, MN (Part time, 30hrs/wk).  

 General reporter for daily newspaper in Hibbing, MN. 
 
1996-   Graduate Research Assistant, Texas A&M University – Kingsville, Kingsville, TX. 
1999 (Part time, 20hrs/wk).  

 Conducted research on white-tailed deer nutrition in Mexico as part of MS thesis. 
Tasks included vegetation surveys, statistical analysis and writing, and GIS. Also 
conducted small mammal trapping. 

 
1994- Undergraduate Research Assistant, University of Minnesota-Twin Cities, St.   
1996 Paul, MN (Part time, 20hrs/wk).  

 Plant sampling and moose pellet surveys on Isle Royale National Park, GIS, report 
writing, basic statistical analyses. 

 
 
INTERNATIOANAL CONSERVATION EXPERIENCE (420 hrs of GS-13 equivalent 
experience) 
2012  Department of Interior International Technical Assistance Program - Oman (GS-13 

equivalent; Feb 15, 2021-Mar 15, 2021 (1 month); average hrs/week = 30; total hours  = 
300). 

o As part of 4-person interdisciplinary team, designed and taught training course on 
Conservation Biology to ~25 staff from Ministry of Environment, Sultanate of 
Oman and international conservation organizations. 
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o Conducted strategic planning sessions regarding protected areas management and 
wildlife conservation with Ministry of Environment, Sultanate of Oman for 
Daymaniyat Islands Reserve. 

o Final reporting and debriefing of DOI-ITAP staff for recommendations for future 
training to improve conservation outcomes for protected areas in Sultanate of 
Oman. 

 
2010  Department of Interior International Technical Assistance Program-Tanzania (GS-13 

equivalent; Jun 1, 2010-Nov 1, 2010 (5 months); average hrs/week = 15; total hours = 
120). 

o As part of 12-person interdisciplinary team, designed long-term ecological 
monitoring framework and protocols for implementation in new multi-use 
Wildlife Management Areas in Tanzania.  

o Participated in in-country strategic planning meetings with USAID, Kenya 
Wildife Division, World Wildife Federation, and Tanzania Wildlife Research 
Institute to implement long-term ecological monitoring program.  

o Designed and conducted 2-week field course for WMA ranger staff in Burunge 
Wildlife Management Area to implement ecological monitoring program.  

o Final reporting and debriefing of DOI-ITAP staff, USAID, Kenya Wildife 
Division, World Wildife Federation, and Tanzania Wildlife Research Institute for 
recommendations for implementing and maintaining long-term ecological 
monitoring program under various economic scenarios, including 
recommendations for future training and technical exchanges. 

 
 
RELEVANT VOLUNTEER/UNPAID EXPERIENCE (2,516 hrs of GS-13 equivalent or 
higher experience) 
2022- Co-Chair, 55th North American Moose Conference and Workshop, Grand Portage, MN.  
2023 (GS-13 equivalent; Jun 1, 2022-July 1, 2021 (13 months); average hrs/week = 2.5; total 

hours = 130). 
 Co-lead team of 15 organizing committee members to plan and execute international 

science conference and workshop on moose management and conservation in North 
America, Europe, and Asia.  

 Coordinated strategic planning and program management for conference, including 
budgeting, accounting, and final reporting to Alces. 

 Coordinated with external partners from tribal local, county, and state governments, 
to support conference, including facilitating workshop on tribal co-management of 
moose.  

 
2021 Co-Chair, 54th North American Moose Conference and Workshop, Virtual. (GS-13 

equivalent; Jan 1, 2021-Dec 1, 2021 (11 months); average hrs/week = 2.5; total hours = 
120). 
 Co-lead team of 15 organizing committee members to plan and execute international 

virtual science conference on moose management and conservation in North 
America, Europe, and Asia.  

 Coordinated strategic planning and program management for conference, including 
budgeting, accounting, and final reporting to Alces. 

 Coordinated with University of Minnesota partners to facilitate virtual conference 
format. 
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2017-   Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Fisheries, Wildlife, and Conservation 
2020    Biology (FWCB), University of Minnesota-Twin Cities, St. Paul, MN. (GS-13 equivalent;  
 Sept 1, 2017-Sept 1, 2020 (36 months); average hrs/week = 5; total hours = 780). 

 Supervision of M.S. and Ph.D. students working on complex wildlife research and 
conservation projects in Minnesota, including scoping fund sources, developing 
project goals and objectives, and developing timelines for deliverables.  

 Develop and maintain external partnerships relevant to student research projects. 
 Service on graduate student committees. 
 Ad-hoc teaching and/or lectures on wildlife conservation topics. 

 
2014- President, Minnesota Chapter of The Wildlife Society. (GS-13/14 equivalent; Mar 1,  
2015- 2014-Mar 1, 2015 (12 months); average hrs/week = 12; total hours = 624). 

 Elected leadership position for state-level conservation organization with >250 paid 
members. 

 Executive officer for 6 member governing board and committee chairs, providing 
oversight of Chapter goals and objectives, including professional development for 
members; providing technical expertise regarding MN wildlife issues; and 
developing policy statements related to wildlife/natural resource issues in the state. 

 Developed and maintained external partnerships with natural resource management 
agencies and non-governmental organizations to meet Chapter goals and objectives. 

 Development and oversight of 1st strategic planning exercise in Chapter’s 80-yr 
history, including crafting 10-yr Strategic Plan.  

 
2013- Vice-President, Minnesota Chapter of The Wildlife Society. (GS-13 equivalent; Mar 1,  
2014 2013-Mar 1, 2014 (12 months); average hrs/week = 6; total hours = 312). 

 Elected leadership position for state-level conservation organization with >250 paid 
members. 

 Leader of 3-person organizing committee to plan and execute regional science 
conference on wildlife management and conservation in Minnesota.  

 Coordinated strategic planning and program management for conference, including 
budgeting, accounting, and final reporting to MNTWS Board. 

 Coordinated with external partners from local, county, state, and federal agencies and 
non-profit conservation organizations to support conference. 

 Member of 6-member governing board and committee chairs, providing oversight of 
Chapter goals and objectives, including professional development for members; 
providing technical expertise for MN wildlife issue; and developing policy 
statements related to wildlife/natural resource issues in the state. 

 
2009- Co-Chair, 45th North American Moose Conference and Workshop, International Falls, 
2010 MN. (GS-13 equivalent; Jun 1, 2009-Jul 1, 2010 (12 months); average hrs/week = 2.5; 

total hours = 140). 
 Co-lead team of 10 organizing committee members to plan and execute international 

science conference and workshop on moose management and conservation in North 
America, Europe, and Asia.  

 Coordinated strategic planning and program management for conference, including 
budgeting, accounting, and final reporting to Alces. 

 Coordinated with external partners from local, county, and state governments, to 
support conference, including promoting public symposium on topics related to 
moose conservation and climate change.  

 



Steve K. Windels Resume Updated January 15, 2026 

8 | P a g e  
 

 

 
HONORS AND AWARDS 
2023  Alces - Distinguished Moose Biologist Award 
 
2021  The Wildlife Society - Jim McDonough Award  
 
2021  Minnesota Chapter of The Wildlife Society - Service to Chapter Award  
 
2015  Minnesota Chapter of The Wildlife Society - Service to Chapter Award  
 
2014  National Park Service - Director’s Award for Natural Resource Research  
 
2009 National Park Service - Midwest Region Natural Resource Manager of the Year  
 
2002  Michigan Technological University - DeVlieg Award 
 
2000  Michigan Technological University - Recruitment Fellowship 
 
1997 4th International Moose Symposium, Fairbanks, AK - Student Travel Award 
 
1996  University of Minnesota - J. Donald Smith Award 
 
LEADERSHIP AND PROFESSIONAL ADMINISTRATION 
2014-present Co-Founder and Co-Chair, LeadFreeWildlifeMN 
 
2022-2023 Co-Chair, Organizing Committee, 55th North American Moose Conference and 

Workshop, Grand Portage, MN 
 
2020-2021 Co-Chair, Organizing Committee, 54th North American Moose Conference and 

Workshop (Virtual) 
 
2019-2024 Chair, Awards Committee, Minnesota Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
 
2016 Co-Chair, Organizing Committee, 1st Heart of the Continent Partnership Science 

Symposium 
 
2013-2016 President/Vice President/Past-President, Minnesota Chapter of The Wildlife 

Society 
 
2013-2014 Chair, Organizing Committee, 2014 Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Chapter 

of The Wildlife Society, Bemidji, MN 
 
2009-2010 Co-Chair, Organizing Committee, 45th North American Moose Conference and 

Workshop, International Falls, MN 
 
2001-2004 Chair, Restoration Working Group, The Wildlife Society 
 
COMPETITIVE RESEARCH GRANTS AND ADMINSTRATION  
(>$6,000,000 in total secured from 1993-present) 
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41. Warmbold, J. and S.K. Windels. 2022. Voyageurs Wetland Restoration Project Phase 3. 
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council. Funding for $1,300,000 for 2023-2027. 

40. Warmbold, J. and S.K. Windels. 2022. Rainy Lake Wetland Enhancement Project. ECP/CPL 
grant. Funding for $50,000 for 2023-2024. 

39. R.T. Plumb and S.K. Windels. 2021. Restoration of Border Water wetlands infested by 
invasive hybrid cattail in Voyageurs National Park. National Parks Foundation 
Centennial Challenge Grant. Funding for $200,000 for 2021-2023. 

38. S.K. Windels. 2019. Do beavers buffer against droughts and floods? Minnesota Environment 
and Natural Resources Trust Fund. Funding for $168,400 for 2020-2023. 

37. B.T. Olson and S.K. Windels. 2019. Restoration of non-native cattail dominated wetlands in 
Border Waters. Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council. Funding for $1,270,000 for 
2020-2024. 

36. S.K. Windels, and A.A. Ahlers. 2018. Evaluate control methods for invasive hybrid cattails. 
Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund. Funding for $131,000 for 
2018-2021. 

35. S.K. Windels. 2017.Improve non-invasive methods of carnivore monitoring. NPS NRPP. 
$30,000. Funding for 2020-2021.  

34. S.K. Windels. 2016. Effects of Wolves on Beavers, Moose, and Deer in the Border Lakes 
Region. Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund.  Recommended for 
funding for $293,000 for 2017-2020. 

33. B.T. Olson and S.K. Windels. 2016. Restoration of non-native cattail dominated wetlands in 
Rainy Lake. Initiative Foundation. Funding for $800,000 for 2017-2019. 

32. A. Hafs and S.K.Windels. 2015. Improving native brook trout stream habitat through beaver 
management. Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund.  Funding for 
$225,000 for 2016-2019. 

31. B. Zuckerberg, S.K. Windels, W. Thogmartin, and S. Crimmins. 2015. The Ecological 
Consequences of Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) Recovery at Voyageurs National 
Park. Funding for $144,000 from USGS-NPS Natural Resource Preservation Program for 
2016-2017. 

30. S.K. Windels et al. 2015. Bat monitoring and white-nosed syndrome in northern forested 
parks: Part II. Funding for $150,000 from National Park Service Biological Resource 
Division for 2015-2016. 

29. S.K. Windels. 2014. Restore Wetlands Invaded by Non-Native Cattail. NPS Centennial 
Challenge. Funding for 2015-2016.  

28. S.K. Windels et al. 2014. Bat monitoring and white-nosed syndrome in northern forested 
parks. Funding for $74,000 from National Park Service Biological Resource Division for 
2014-2015. 

27. S.K. Windels. 2013. Determine impact of MN wolf harvest season on wolf population in 
Voyageurs National Park.  Funding for $75,000 from National Park Service Natural 
Resource Preservation Program for 2016-2018. 

26. S. K. Windels. 2012.  Assess Threat of Raccoons--A New Predator in Voyageurs National 
Park. Funding for $22,971 from National Park Service Natural Resource Preservation 
Program for 2014-2015. 

25. S. K. Windels. 2012.  Determine Status of Recently-Delisted Gray Wolves in Voyageurs 
National Park. Funding for $24,850 from National Park Service Natural Resource 
Preservation Program for 2013-2014. 

24. R. Moen, L. Frelich, and S. K. Windels. 2012.  Climate change adaptation planning for 
northern forest ecosytems in the Great Lakes National Parks. Funding for $466,420 from 
National Park Service for 2013-15. 



Steve K. Windels Resume Updated January 15, 2026 

10 | P a g e  
 

 

23. S. K. Windels. 2011.  Characteristics of moose bedding sites and implications for relieving 
thermal stress.  Funding for $2250 from Great Lakes Research and Education Center for 
2012. 

22. S. K. Windels. 2011. Moose on the Loose:  Connecting Real-Time Research with Visitor 
Education.  Funding for $5000 from Friends of Voyageurs National Park for 2011. 

21. J. Wiener, R. Tyser, T. Custer, C. Custer, and S. K. Windels. 2010. Methylmercury exposure 
in songbirds in mercury-sensitive landscapes in Voyageurs National Park. Funding for 
$110,000 from National Park Service Air Quality-Ecological Effects program for 2012-
2014. 

20. S. K. Windels. 2010. Assess impacts of lead tackle on loons, eagles, and waterbirds in 
Voyageurs National Park. Funding for $19,940 from National Park Service Natural 
Resource Preservation Program for 2011-2012. 

19. R. Moen, S. K. Windels, and M. Nelson. 2009. Investigate effects of climate change and 
other factors on population viability of moose in Voyageurs National Park. Funding for 
$307,000 from USGS-NPS Natural Resource Preservation Program for 2009-2012. 

18. S. K. Windels, and J. Belant. 2009. Investigate threats to moose from sympatric white-tailed 
deer. Funding for $18,000 from National Park Service Natural Resource Preservation 
Program for 2009-2010.  

17. S. K. Windels, W. Reed, and J. Randa. 2009. Diet composition of breeding double-crested 
cormorants (Phalacrocorax auritus) on Rainy Lake, Canada. Funding for $4,000 from 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources for 2009. 

16. S. K. Windels. 2009. Investigation of double-crested cormorants in the Voyageurs National 
Park area:  population characteristics, foraging ecology, and diet.  Funding for $2,000 
from Rainy Lake Conservancy for 2008-2009. 

15. S. K. Windels. 2008. Investigation of double-crested cormorants in the Voyageurs National 
Park area:  population characteristics, foraging ecology, and diet.  Funding for $18,000 
from National Park Service Natural Resource Preservation Program for 2008-2009. 

14. L. Kallemeyn, and S. K. Windels. 2008. Assessing the Effects of the Namakan Reservoir 
Operations on Lake Sturgeon Ecological Habitats.  Funding for $295,000 from National 
Park Service Natural Resource Preservation Program for 2008-2011. 

13. T. Wolf, and S. K. Windels. 2007. Prevalence of tularemia and other diseases in a 
unharvested beaver population. Funding for $2,500 from Minnesota Zoo, Ulysses S. Seal 
Conservation Grant Program for 2007-2008. 

12. R. Moen, and S. K. Windels. 2007. Improve limited knowledge of Canada lynx in Voyageurs 
National Park. Funding for $49,000 from National Park Service, Biological Resource 
Management Division – Competitive for 2007-2009. 

11. S. K. Windels. 2007. Bias assessment of a new beaver population estimation method. 
Funding for $2,500 from Voyageurs National Park Association for 2007. 

10. S. K. Windels. 2007. Census beavers in Voyageurs National Park. Funding for $13,000 from 
National Park Service Natural Resource Preservation Program for 2007-2008. 

9. S. K. Windels, G. Host, P.Meysembourg, and E. Beever. 2006. A comparison of recent and 
historic landscape changes by beaver activity in Voyageurs National Park, 1927-2005. 
Funding for $28,000 from National Park Service – Great Lakes Inventory and Monitoring 
Program for 2006-2009. 

8. S. K. Windels, and J. Snyder. 2005. Scanning, georeferencing, and mapping the 1927 
photography set for Voyageurs National Park. Funding for $31,000 from National Park 
Service – Great Lakes Inventory and Monitoring Program for 2005-2007. 

7. S. Travis, J. Marburger, and S. K. Windels. 2004. The role of hybridization in cattail (Typha 
spp.) invasions of freshwater wetlands in Great Lakes National Parks. Funding for 
$70,000 from USGS Park Oriented Biological Support for 2004-2006. 
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6. S. K. Windels. 2002. Changes in Canada yew distribution and structure in northern Wisconsin: 
1992-2002. Funding for $2,000 from Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest for 2002. 
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Wetlands 
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LeadFreeWildlifeMN – initiave to promote voluntary use of non-toxic ammunition in hunting and 
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Common Loons appear resilient to Bald Eagle recovery. Avian Ecology and 
Conservation 18(1):7.  
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non-native cattails influence spatiotemporal distributions of a wetland-obligate species. 
Landscape Ecology 35: 59-68. 
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2018. Managing individual nests promotes population recovery of a top predator. Journal 
of Applied Ecology 00:000-000. https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2664.13062 
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43. Gable, T.D., S.K. Windels, F. Rosell, and M. Romanski. 2018. The forgotten prey of an 
iconic predator: a review of gray wolf-beaver dynamics. Mammal Review 48:123-138. 
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Influence of invasive-hybrid cattails on resource selection by common loons. Wildlife 
Society Bulletin 41:000-000. 

40. Zhang, G., A.-X. Zhu, S.K. Windels, and C.-Z. Qin. 2018. A kernel density estimation 
approach for modelling and mapping species habitat suitability from presence-only data. 
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34. Gable, T.D., S.K. Windels, J.G. Bruggink, and S. Barber-Meyer. 2017. Weekly summer diet 
of gray wolves (Canis lupus) in northeastern Minnesota. American Midland Naturalist 
179:15-27. 

33. Knowles, S., S.K. Windels, M. Adams, and J. Hall. 2017. Canis familiaris oral 
papillomavirus (cpv1) in a gray wolf (canis lupus) with oral papillomatosis and sarcoptic 
mange. Journal of Wildlife Diseases 53: 925-929. 
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Evers, Lori S. Siegel, and Douglas C. Osborne. 2013.  Effects of water-level management 
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3. Windels, S.K. In prep. Long-distance dispersal in American beavers in a lake-dominated 
landscape. Targeted for Journal of Mammalogy. 

2. Windels, S.K. In prep. Improvements to a field-based method for aging beavers.  Targeted for 
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Research Institute, University of Minnesota Duluth technical report NRRI/TR-2011-41. 

11. Trembath, C., S.K. Windels, D.T. McLeod, B.E. McLaren, S.R. Chipps, and R. Mackereth. 
2011. Lake sturgeon research in the Namakan System: 2010 Progress Report. Report to 
Voyageurs National Park. Released August 4, 2011. 24p. 

10. Host, G., P. Meysembourg, S. K. Windels, and E.A Beever. 2009.   Historic and recent 
landscape changes in relation to beaver activity in Voyageurs National Park, Minnesota, 
USA. Report to Voyageurs National Park. 50p. 

9. Moen, R.A., and S.K. Windels.  2009.  Lynx habitat suitability in and near Voyageurs 
National Park.  NRRI Technical Report No. NRRI/TR-2009/19 Release 1.0 

8. Route, B., S. K. Windels, and J. Schaberl, 2007. Status of Canada Lynx in Voyageurs National 
Park, 2000 – 2004. Great Lakes Inventory and Monitoring Network. Technical Report 
GLKN/2007/02. National Park Service, Ashland, WI.  

7. Windels, S.K. 2006. Least Flycatcher.  Pages 276-277 In Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas (Noel 
Cutright, Ed.). University of Wisconsin Press. 

6. Marburger, J., S.E. Travis, and S.K. Windels. 2005. Cattail sleuths. Natural Resource Year in 
Review. National Park Service, Fort Collins, CO.  

5. Windels, S.K., and D.J. Flaspohler. 2003. The Decline of Canada Yew in Upper Great Lakes 
Forests: Implications for Regional Biodiversity. Report to MI DNR Natural Heritage 
Program. 13p. 

4. Windels, S.K., and D.J. Flaspohler. 2001. Potential cascading trophic effects related to the 
decline of Canada yew in the Upper Great Lakes Region: 2001 preliminary results. 
Report to Michigan Department of Natural Resources Natural Heritage Program. 11p. 

3. Windels, S.K., and D.J. Flaspohler. 2001. Potential cascading trophic effects related to the 
decline of Canada yew in the Upper Great Lakes Region. Report to TNC-MI. 12p. 

2. Windels, S.K. 1999. Population viability analysis of Black Terns for U.S. Forest Service 
Region 9. Report to U.S. Forest Service Region 9. 15p. 

1. Windels, S. K., and J. R. Kitts.  1993.  Feeding rates of double-crested cormorants and 
American white pelicans on lakes and ponds in western Minnesota, and potential impacts 
on aquaculture industry.  Report to Minnesota Department of Agriculture.  19p. 
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TEACHING / LECTURE EXPERIENCE 
2012  Instructor, Department of Interior ITAP Program, Sultanate of Oman  
 
2010  Instructor, Department of Interior ITAP Program, Tanzania  
 
2002 Adjunct Instructor, Introduction to Ecology (3cr lecture + 1 cr lab), Department 

of Biology, Northern Michigan University, Marquette, MI.  
 
1997-present Guest lecturer for various ecology and natural resource management courses at: 

University of Minnesota, Texas A&M University-Kingsville, Michigan 
Technological University, Northern Michigan University, St. Cloud State 
University, Lakehead University (Canada), Antonio Narro University (Mexico) 

 
GRADUATE STUDENT ADVISING (Year of graduation noted for completed students) 
5. Tom Gable, Ph.D. Student, University of Minnesota-Twin Cities (co-advisor with Joseph 

Bump). “The Forgotten Prey of an Iconic Predator: Wolf-Beaver Interactions in a 
Southern Boreal Ecosystem.” 2020. 

4. Austin Homkes, M.S. Student, Northern Michigan University (co-advisor with John Bruggink). 
“Wolf predation behavior on white-tailed deer fawns.” 2021. 

3. Sean Johnson-Bice, M.S. Student, University of Minnesota-Duluth. 2019. “Spatio-temporal 
patterns in American beaver abundance along Minnesota’s North Shore.”  

2. Tom Gable, M.S. Student, Northern Michigan University (co-advisor with John Bruggink). 
2016. “Wolf predation: description of beaver kill sites and confronting the biases in scat-
based diet studies.” 

1. Bryce Olson, M.S. Student, Bemidji State University (co-advisor with Mark Fulton). 2013. 
“Modeling the thermal landscape for moose in Voyageurs National Park.”   

 
 
 
SERVICE ON GRADUATE STUDENT COMMITTEES (Year of graduation noted for 
completed students). 
11. Krystal Rancourt, M.S. Student, Lakehead University. 2016. “Chronicling 30 years of moose 

(Alces alces) population trends and forest harvesting in Ontario, Canada". (External 
Examiner). 

10. Maddy Cochrane, M.S. Student, University of Minnesota-Duluth. 2016. “Movement ecology 
of wood turtles in Minnesota.”  

9. Kevin Morrison, M.S. Student, Bemidji State University. “Effect of bait type on carnivore 
detection rates.” (student withdrew from program) 

8. David Morris, M.S. Student, Lakehead University, 2014.  “Aquatic habitat use by North 
American moose (Alces alces) and associated richness and biomass of submersed and 
floating-leaved aquatic vegetation in North-central Minnesota.” 

7. Tim Cyr, M.S. Student, University of Minnesota-Duluth, 2014. “Moose risk of P. tenuis 
(brainworm) infection in Minnesota.”   

6. Rachel Ward, M.S. Student, University of Minnesota-Duluth. 2014. “Moose browsing ecology 
in Minnesota.” 

5. William Chen, PhD Student, University of Minnesota-Duluth. “Moose foraging ecology and 
habitat use in Voyageurs National Park.” (student withdrew from program) 

4. Jacob Randa, M.S., North Dakota State University.  2012. “The effects of diet on double-
crested cormorant chick health.” 
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3. Matthew Lebron, M.S., Lakehead University. 2012. “Development of a habitat suitability 
model for Lake Sturgeon (Acipenser fulvescens) feeding in lakes.” 

2. William Severud, M.S., Northern Michigan University.  2011.“The effect of predator 
avoidance on beaver diet and fitness.” 

1. Douglas Vincent, M.S., Lakehead University.  2009. “The effect of predatory risk on foraging 
activities of the North American beaver (Castor canadensis).” 

 
MENTORSHIP OF STUDENT RESEARCH AT VOYAGEURS NAT’L PARK 
6. Olivia Yaskovitch, B.Sc. Honors, Lakehead University. 2016. “Beaver conflicts in forest 

management in Ontario and Saskatchewan.”  
5. Matthew Lebron, B.Sc. Honors, Lakehead University.  2009.  “Lodge exposure and preferred 

forage areas: influence on beaver family persistence at lodge sites.” 
4. Marsha-Lynn Young, B.Sc. Honors, Lakehead University. 2011. “Aquatic plant succession and 

food availability for moose in beaver ponds.” 
3. Hèlène de Paoli, M.S. Student, Universitè de Pau et des Pays L’Adour (France): “Beavers: 

survey and effects on vegetation.” (with B. McLaren) 
2. Laurent Gaillard, M.S. Student, Universitè de Pau et des Pays L’Adour (France): “Habitat 

selection by beaver (Castor canadensis) in lodge establishment and an assessment of 
several environmental factors on beaver condition at Voyageurs National Park 
(Minnesota, USA).” (with B. McLaren) 

1. Andrew Nadeau, B.S. Honors, St. Mary’s University: “A synthesis and analysis of the great 
blue heron (Ardea herodiasi) monitoring program in Voyageurs National Park.” 

 
INVITED SEMINARS AND CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS  
(does not include ≥100  instances where I was co-author but not presenter)  
72. Windels, S.K. Beavers are the answer, the question is irrelevant. West Metro Chapter of 

Minnesota Master Naturalists, April 2023. 
71. Windels, S.K. The Voyageurs Wetland Restoration Project: Lessons learned from the first 6 

years. Western Great Lakes Research Conference, Ashland, WI, March, 2023. 
70. Windels, S.K. This is the funniest presentation you will ever see. Minnesota Chapter of The 

Wildlife Society, Brainerd, MN, Feb 2023.  
69. Windels, S.K. Human-Caused Mortality Triggers Wolf Pack Instability: A Study from Five 

U.S. National Parks. Panelist, International Wolf Symposium, Minneapolis, MN, October 
2022. 

68. Windels, S.K. Beavers as agents of natural forest disturbance. Natural Disturbance Forest 
Habitat Summit, UMN Cloquet Forestry Center, November, 2022. 

67. Windels, S.K. The Good, The Bad, and The Furry: A Modern Tale of Wetland Restoration, 
Invasive Cattails, and Muskrats. UMN Sustainable Forests Education Cooperative 2020 
Webinar Series, November 2022. youtu.be/DUlMWtTE22k 

66. Windels, S.K. et al. Detachment, dispersal, and destinations of floating cattail mats in large 
lake environments. International Rainy-Lake of the Woods Watershed Forum. Feb 2022. 

65. Windels, S.K. et al. Do muskrats eat hybrid cattail? Minnesota Chapter of The Wildlife 
Society, Willmar, MN, Feb 2020. 

64. Windels, S.K. Thinking Like a Pond: Beavers and Watershed Management in the Western 
Great Lakes. UMN Sustainable Forests Education Cooperative 2020 Webinar Series. 
January 21, 2020. youtu.be/ZSf4kIpQDzU 

63. Windels, S.K. Challenges and opportunities for managing wolves in protected areas: a case 
study from Minnesota, USA. The Wolf in Europe Symposium, Halberstadt, Germany, 
April 2019. 
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62. Windels, S.K. Six degrees of beaver ecology: collaborations on an ecosystem engineer. 
Departmental Seminar Series, Department of Fisheries, Wildlife, and Conservation 
Biology, University of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minnesota, Nov 2018. 

61. Windels, S.K. Why walk when you can swim? Long distance dispersal in American beavers. 
8th International Beaver Congress, Norre Vosborg, Denmark, Sep 2018.  https://8ibs.dk/ 

60. Windels, S.K. et al. Wolf-beaver interactions: current insights and future directions. 8th 
International Beaver Congress, Norre Vosborg, Denmark, Sep 2018.  https://8ibs.dk/ 

59. Windels, S.K. et al. Patterns of wolf predation on ungulate neonates in Minnesota. North 
American Moose Conference and Workshop, Spokane, WA, May 2018. 

58. Windels, S.K. and C.A. Johnston. Beavers as engineers of wildlife habitat. Lake of the 
Woods Water Quality Forum, International Falls, MN, March 2018. March 2018.   

57. Windels, S.K.  et al. Interactions between osprey and bald eagles. Minnesota Chapter of The 
Wildlife Society, St. Cloud, MN, Feb 2018.  

56. Windels, S.K.  Fight! Fight! Fight! Tail wounds as indicators of agonistic behavior in 
America beavers. Annual Meeting of The Wildlife Society, Albuquerque, NM, 
September 2017. 

55. Windels, S.K.  Beavers in lakes? Are they really that different from beavers in ponds? 
Departmental Seminar, Department of Forest and Wildlife Ecology, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, March 2017.  

54. Windels, S.K.  Fight! Fight! Fight! Tail wounds as indicators of agonistic behavior in 
America beavers. Annual Meeting of Minnesota Chapter of The Wildlife Society, Detroit 
Lakes, Minnesota, February 2017. 

53. Windels, S.K.  Why walk when you can swim?  Long distance dispersal in American 
beavers. Midwest Furbearers Workshop, Ely, Minnesota, May 2016. 

52. Windels, S.K., J.B. Smith, T. Wolf, R. Klaver, and J.L. Belant. 2016. Do transmitters affect 
fitness indices of American beavers. Midwest Furbearers Workshop, Ely, Minnesota, 
May 2016. 

51. Windels, S.K., and B.T. Olson. Wolves in Voyageurs National Park: Project Update.  Annual 
Meeting of Midwest Wolf Stewards, Grand Rapids, MN, April 2016. 

50. Windels, S.K., J.B. Smith, T. Wolf, R. Klaver, and J.L. Belant. 2016. Do transmitters affect 
fitness indices of American beavers. Annual Meeting of The Minnesota Chapter of The 
Wildlife Society, Mankato, Minnesota, February 2016. 

49. Windels, S.K.  Why walk when you can swim?  Long distance dispersal in American 
beavers. Annual Meeting of The Wildlife Society, Winnipeg, Manitoba, October 2015. 

48. Smith, J.B., S.K. Windels, T. Wolf, R. Klaver, and J.L. Belant. 2016. Do transmitters affect 
fitness indices of American beavers. Annual Meeting of The Wildlife Society, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, October 2015. 

47. Windels, S.K. 2015. Effects of water level management on loons. Lake of the Woods Water 
Quality Forum, International Falls, MN, March 2015. March 2015.   

46. Windels, S.K. 2015. Beaver lodge site selection in lake environments. Lake of the Woods 
Water Quality Forum, International Falls, MN, March 2015. March 2015.   

45. Windels, S.K. 2015. Beaver lodge site selection in lake environments. Joint Annual Meeting 
of Minnesota and Wisconsin Chapters of The Wildlife Society, February 2015.   

44. Windels, S.K. 2015. Dispersal and habitat selection by beavers in lake systems.  Invited 
Seminar, Department of Biology, University of Minnesota-Duluth, February 2015. 

43. Windels, S.K. 2014.  The wildlife of Voyageurs National Park.  Invited Speaker, Our World 
Speaker Series, Minnesota Zoo, Apple Valley, MN, November 2014. 

42. Windels, S.K. 2014.  Furs, Fangs, and Feathers -  The Wildlife of Voyageurs Natioanl Park. 
Plenary Speaker, Annual meeting of the Voyageurs National Park Association, 
November 2014. 
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41. Windels, S.K. 2014. Beaver management in forest landscapes:  opportunities for coexistence.  
Forest Management Workshop, Minnesota Chapter of The Wildlife Society, August 
2014. 

40. Windels, S.K. 2014. Hydrologically-connected systems facilitate long-distance dispersal in 
beavers.  94th Meeting of the American Society of Mammalogists, Oklahoma City, June 
2014.  

39. Windels, S.K., and J.Warmbold. 2014.  Lost and discarded fishing tackle in Voyageurs 
National Park:  Implications for piscivorous birds.  Lake of the Woods Water Quality 
Forum, International Falls, MN, March 2014. 

38. Windels, S.K. 2013. Lessons from a small, isolated moose population along the southern 
extent of moose range.  Invited speaker. Minnesota Moose Research Meeting, December 
2013. 

37. Windels, S.K. 2013. Lessons from a small, isolated moose population along the southern 
extent of moose range.  Invited speaker. Moose Health: Management Challenges with 
Growing Ungulate Populations, Uppsala, Sweden, October 2013. 

36. Windels, S.K.  2013.  Long-distance dispersal by beavers is facilitated in hydrologically 
connected systems.  Lake of the Woods Water Quality Forum, International Falls, MN, 
March 2013. 

35. Windels, S.K.. 2012.  Bald eagles as agents of cormorant control.  142nd American Fisheries 
Society Meeting, Minneapolis, MN, August 2012 (oral presentation). 

34. Windels, S.K.. 2011.  Bald eagles as agents of cormorant control.  Raptor Research Meeting, 
Duluth, MN, October 2011 (oral presentation). 

33. Windels, S.K.. 2011.  Bald eagles as agents of cormorant control.  The Widlife Society-
Canada Section Meeting, Thunder Bay, ONT, September 2011 (oral presentation). 

32. Windels, S.K. 2011.  Ancient freshwater giants of the Namakan.  Voyageurs National Park 
Association Annual Meeting, April 2011 (scheduled oral presentation) 

31. Windels, S.K.. 2010.  Bald eagles as agents of cormorant control.  71st Midwest Fish and 
Wildlife Conference, December 2010 (oral presentation) 

30. Windels, S.K.. 2010.  Monitoring the ecological effects of lake level management on 
Voyageurs National Park using beavers (Castor canadensis). 71st Midwest Fish and 
Wildlife Conference, December 2010 (oral presentation) 

29. Windels, S.K.. 2010.  Monitoring the ecological effects of lake level management on 
Voyageurs National Park using beavers (Castor canadensis). 24th Annual Meeting of the 
Society for Conservation Biology, July 2010 (poster presentation). 

28. Windels, S.K. 2010. Moose research in Voyageurs National Park – Past and Present. 45th 
North American Moose Conference and Workshop, June 2010 (oral presentation). 

27. Windels, S.K. 2010. The role of mammalian herbivores in structuring biological 
communities. University of North Dakota Department of Biology Departmental Seminar, 
April 2010 (oral presentation). 

26. Windels, S.K., and L. Grim. 2010. Double-crested cormorant survival, movements, and 
habitat use in Voyageurs National Park Area. Cormorant Ecology and Management in 
Minnesota and Ontario Workshop, March 2010 (oral presentation).  

25. Windels, S.K.. 2010. Double-crested cormorant survival, movements, and habitat use in 
Voyageurs National Park Area. MN Chapter of The Wildlife Society, February 2010 
(oral presentation).  

24. Windels, S.K. 2010.  The role of herbivory in the decline of Canada yew, an important 
understory plant.  Lakehead University Department of Forestry Departmental Seminar, 
January 2010 (oral presentation).  

23. Windels, S.K. 2009. Monitoring the ecological effects of lake level management on 
Voyageurs National Park using beavers (Castor canadensis). 7th Annual Western Great 
Lakes Research Conference, Ashland, WI (oral presentation). 
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22. Windels, S.K. 2009. Monitoring the ecological effects of lake level management on 
Voyageurs National Park using beavers (Castor canadensis). Lake of the Woods Water 
Quality Forum, International Falls, MN (oral presentation). 

21. Windels, S.K., S. Shaw, S. Chipps, D. Willis, and D. McLeod. 2009. Lake Sturgeon 
population characteristics, movements, and habitat use in the Namakan Reservoir: 
preliminary results.  6th Annual Lake of the Woods Water Quality Forum, International 
Falls, MN (oral presentation). 

20. Windels, S.K., and D. McLeod. 2009. Sturgeon research in the Namakan Reservoir. Heart of 
the Continent Project, January 2009 (oral presentation). 

19. Windels, S.K. 2008.  The role of herbivory in the decline of Canada yew, an important 
understory plant. North Dakota State University Biology Departmental Seminar, October 
2008 (oral presentation).   

18. Windels, S.K. 2008.  The ecology of Canada yew (Taxus canadensis Marsh.): a declining 
species.  Michigan Technological Univeristy, School of Environmental Science and 
Forest Resources Seminar, September 2008 (Dissertation Seminar). 

17. Windels, S.K., S.E. Travis, and J. Marburger. 2007. Using Genetics to Investigate the Role of 
Hybridization in the Spread of  Cattail (Typha spp.) in Voyageurs National Park. George 
Wright Society Biennial Conference, St. Paul, MN, April 2007 (poster presentation). 

16. Windels, S.K., S.E. Travis, and J. Marburger. 2007. Using Genetics to Investigate the Role of 
Hybridization in the Spread of  Cattail (Typha spp.) in Voyageurs National Park. 4th 
Annual Lake of the Woods Water Quality Forum, International Falls, Minnesota, March 
2007 (poster presentation). 

15. Windels, S.K., J. Marburger, and D. Mason. 2007. Ecology and management of Typha 
(Cattail) Invasions in the Great Lakes Region.  4th Annual Lake of the Woods Water 
Quality Forum, International Falls, Minnesota, March 2007 (poster presentation). 

14. Windels, S.K. 2006. Beaver monitoring and research in Voyageurs National Park: past, 
present, and future. 2006 Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference, Omaha, 
Nebraska,December 2006, (oral presentation). 

13. Windels, S.K., S.E. Travis, and J. Marburger. 2005.  Investigating the role of genetics in the 
spread of cattail (Typha spp.) in three Great Lakes National Parks. North American Lake 
Management Society Conference, Madison, WI (poster presentation). 

12. Windels, S.K., L.W. Kallemeyn, R.Maki, and C. Holbeck . 2005. A multidisciplinary 
approach to monitoring ecological effects of lake level management on Voyageurs 
National Park. 4th Annual Western Great Lakes Research Conference, Marquette, MI, 
March 2005 (oral presentation). 

11. Windels, S.K., J. Marburger, and D. Mason. 2005. Typha (Cattail) Invasions in the Great 
Lakes Region:  Why Is It Happening and What Can We Do About It? 4th Annual 
Western Great Lakes Research Conference, Marquette, MI, March 2005 (poster 
presentation). 

10. Windels, S.K., W.E. Adams, L.W. Kallemeyn, and D. Willis. 2005. Sturgeon movements in 
Rainy Lake, Voyageurs National Park.  ManOMin Conference, International Falls, MN 
(oral presentation). 

9. Windels, S.K., L.W. Kallemeyn, R.Maki, and C. Holbeck. 2004.  Monitoring Ecological 
Effects of Lake Level Management in Voyageurs National Park. 3rd Annual Western 
Great Lakes Research Conference, St. Paul, MN, March 2004 (poster presentation). 

8. Windels, S.K., and D.J. Flaspohler. 202. Life on the edge: white-tailed deer browsing patterns 
on Canada yew. The Wildlife Society Conference, Bismarck, ND, September 2002 (oral 
presentation). 

7. Windels, S.K., and D.J. Flaspohler. 2002. Potential cascading trophic effects related to the 
decline of Canada yew in the Upper Great Lakes region: 2001. Preliminary Results.  
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Western Great Lakes National Parks Research Conference, Marquette, MI, March 2002 
(poster presentation). 

6. Windels, S.K., and D.J. Flaspohler. 2001. Potential cascading trophic effects related to the 
decline of Canada yew in the Upper Great Lakes region: 2001. Preliminary Results.  The 
Wildlife Society Conference, Reno, NV, September 2001 (poster presentation). 

5. Windels, S . K., D.G. Hewitt, and T. D. A. Forbes. 2000. Effects of aeration on phenolic amine 
content of guajillo. The Wildlife Society Conference, Nashville, TN, September 2000 
(poster presentation). 

4. Windels, S. K., and D. G. Hewitt. 2000. White-tailed deer nutritional carrying capacity models 
for treated brushlands of northeastern Mexico incorporating antinutritional effects of 
plant tannins. The Wildlife Society Conference, Nashville, TN September 2000 (poster 
presentation). 

3. Windels, S. K., and D. G. Hewitt.  1998.  Effects of roller-chopping on a rodent community in 
northern Mexico.  Texas Chapter of the Wildlife Society, Corpus Christi, Texas. (oral 
presentation). 

2. Windels, S. K., D. G. Hewitt, and F. J. Heredia.  1997.  Los efectos de manejo de matorral 
sobre la abundancia y diversidad de los roedores en el norte Mexico:  resultados 
preliminares.  (Effects of brush management on diversity and abundance of rodents in 
northern Mexico: preliminary results).  3rd Mexican Congress on Forest Resources, 
Linares, Nuevo Leon, Mexico (oral presentation). 

1. Windels, S. K., and P. A. Jordan.  1997.  Patterns of moose browsing on balsam fir on Isle 
Royale:  Effects of secondary compounds?  4th International Moose Symposium, 
Fairbanks, Alaska, August 1997 (oral presentation). 

 
OTHER LECTURES / PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
11. Windels, S.K. 2023. Beavers are the answer, the question is irrelevant. West Metro Chapter 

of Minnesota Master Naturalist Volunteers, April 2023. 
10. Windels, S.K. 2017. Bald eagle management in Voyageurs National Park, Voyageurs 

National Park Association Pints for the Park event, October 2017 (scheduled oral 
presenation). 

9. Windels, S.K.  2011. Department of Interior ITAP Program- Tanzania. Presentation to 
Crooston Noonday Lions Club, March 2011 (scheduled oral presentation). 

8. Windels, S.K.  2011. Department of Interior ITAP Program- Tanzania. Presentation to 
Integrated Natural Resource Management Class, University-of Minnesota-Crookston, 
March 2011 (scheduled guest lecture). 

7. Windels, S.K. 2010. Department of Interior ITAP Program- Tanzania. International Falls 
Rotary Club, Novemeber 2010 (oral presentation). 

6. Windels, S.K.. 2002. Ecology of Canada Yew in Michigan.  Ecology of Northern Forests 
class, Northern Michigan University, September 2002 (guest lecture)  

5. Windels, S.K.. 2001. Plant-Animal Interactions – lecture to Conservation Biology class at 
Michigan Technological University, Houghton, MI, February 2001 (guest lecture) 

4. Windels, S.K. 2001.  The Decline Of Canada Yew In The Great Lakes Region: Implications 
For Bird Conservation.  Laughing Whitefish Audubon Society, Marquette, MI, April 
2001 (oral presentation) 

3. Windels, S.K.. 2000. Effects of Aeration on a Rodent Community in Northern Mexico.  
Graduate student seminar series, Michigan Technological University, October 2000 (oral 
presentation) 

2. Windels, S.K.. 1998. Effects of Brush Management on Vegetation and Non-target Species. 
Antonio Narro University (Coahuila, Mexico) agronomy class (guest lecture and field 
tour in Spanish). 
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1. Windels, S.K. 1998. Predator-Prey Relationships. Ecology and Management of Big Game 
class at Texas A&M University – Kingsville (guest lecture) 
 

CERTIFICATIONS AND TRAINING 
2023  Motorboat Operator Instructor Certification Course (MOICC), U.S. Department 

of Interior 
 
2022 A-200 Mishap Review, M-3 Aviation Management Training for Supervisors, 

U.S. Department of Interior 
 
2021 A-110 Aviation Transportation of Hazardous Materials, U.S. Department of 

Interior 
 
2019 A-100 Basic Aviation Safety, U.S. Department of Interior 
 
2010   Certified Wildlife Biologist®, The Wildlife Society 
 
2008  A-312 Water Ditching and Survival, U.S. Department of Interior 
 
2004 Motorboat Operator Certification Course (MOCC), U.S. Department of Interior 

 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
1997-present  Member, The Wildlife Society 

 Associate Editor, Journal of Wildlife Management (2011-2019) 
 Member, Caesar Kleberg Award Committee (2011-2012) 
 Newsletter Editor, Restoration Working Group (1994-2004) 
 Member, Steady State Working Group, (2000-2018) 
 Member, Restoration Working Group, (2000-2018) 

 
2003-present Member, Minnesota Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
 
2005-present Member, North Central Section, The Wildlife Society 

 
2015-present  Associate Editor, Journal Alces  
 
1996-2021 Member, American Society of Mammalogists 

  
2015-2016  Member, Organizing Committee, 2016 Annual Meeting of the Minnesota 

Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
 
2015-2016 Member, Organizing Committee, 2015 Joint Meeting of the Minnesota Chapter 

of The Wildlife Society and Wisconsin Chapter of The Wildlife Society, Duluth, 
MN 

 
2012-2015 Associate Editor, Natural Areas Association  
 
2013 Co-organizer, Moose Management and Research in Midwest Symposium, 20th 

The Wildlife Society Conference, Madison, WI   
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2012 Co-organizer, Cormorant-Fisheries Interactions Symposium, 141st American 
Fisheries Society Conference, Minneapolis, MN 

 
2010  Co-organizer, Cormorant Ecology and Management Symposium,  

71st Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference, Minneapolis, MN  
 

2010 Organizer/Host, Cormorant Management and Research in Minnesota and 
Ontario Workshop, International Falls, MN 

 
External journal reviewer 
 Alces, Canadian Field-Naturalist, Canadian Journal of Zoology, Ecological 

Indicators, Ecosphere, Forests, Journal of Mammalogy, Journal of Wildlife 
Management, Natural Areas Journal, Northeastern Naturalist, Plant Ecology 
and Diversity, Prairie Naturalist, Wildlife Biology, Wildlife Society Bulletin 

 


